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This book explores the historiography of national intellectuals against the background of social institutions, and
the power of traditional subsistence activities among the indigenous peoples in Yakutia, Siberia, and the related
environmental conditions.
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This volume is a collaborative research achievement between Sakha (Yakut) and
Japanese anthropologists/ethnologists in the current decade. I would like to thank
Professor SAITO Shinji and Professor Vasily Nikolaevich Ivanov for the founder of our
collaboration. Their friendship originated Japanese-Sakha joint anthropological research
and channels the creation of this volume.
This work is a part of results of the joint research project“Anthropological studies on
the Structural Transitions of Ethnic and/or Regional communities in Post-Socialist States”
(April 2001 - March 2003), which is supported by the Center for Northeast Asian Studies,
Tohoku University, and the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research ( 13610372) of Japanese
Society for the Promotion of Science.
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PREFACE
This volume, Indigenous Ecological Practices and Cultural Traditions in
Yakutia, explores the historiography of national intellectuals against the background of
social institutions, and the power of traditional subsistence activities among the indigenous
peoples in Yakutia, Siberia, and the related environmental conditions. The first goal of the
publication is clearly to present these very important issues in concrete ethnographical
descriptions, and the second is to define some peculiarities of Yakutian ethnography in the
context of Siberian anthropology. The monograph is a cooperative research achievement
between Japanese and Sakha (Yakut) anthropologists/ethnologists in the current decade.
The background of the idea of cooperative publication lies in our recent shared
history. Japanese anthropologists really started ethnographical works with field research in
Yakutia after the collapse of the USSR. The origin of our history may consist of coincident
factors but beyond that, we have given careful attention to it. It began as two researchers
coincidentally met in Yakutsk. A Japanese ethnologist/human-geographer, Professor
Shinji Saito of Nagoya City University and some Japanese geographers and geologists were
invited to Yakutsk in the summer of 1991 for a preparatory geologic joint research project
with the Permafrost Institute. There, Prof. Saito first met the Professor Vasily Nikolaevich
Ivanov, the director of the Institute of Language, Literature, and History (now the
Institute of Humanitarian Research, Sakha Republic［Yakutia］Academy of Science,
Russia) with an introduction from Professor R.M. Kamensky, director of the Permafrost
Institute. Prof. Ivanov proposed to Prof. Saito that they collaborate in their research, and
they agreed to start joint research projects in 1993.
Professor S. Saito, with the support of Professor V.N. Ivanov, organized two
international joint research projects financed by the Ministry of Education, Japan. They
were the“Ethnological study of Herders in Siberia”(1993-1996) and“the Study of
Survival Strategy of Hunter-Herders in Siberia”(1997-2000). Since Prof. Saito retired,
although we could not yet planed to conduct a large-scale joint research project like those
mentioned above, researchers have individually maintained cooperative relationships.
Some hold individual research projects in Yakutian ethnography, and others invite
researchers from Yakutsk to Japan, and so forth.
While the collaboration has enriched human relations between Yakutian and
Japanese anthropologists/ethnologists up to this day, I suppose that now it is the time for
both of us to embark on taking actions toward truly academic dialogue. It is certain that
we already have cooperative publications in Japanese or in Russian; however, such efforts
should be accumulated more to involve the crossing-over of both research achievements.
These were the thoughts of the editor, who called for colleagues in Yakutia and Japan to
contribute to this cooperative publication in August 2001. This publication is the fruit of
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these efforts.
The primary purpose of compiling this book was to reveal the common arenas of our
research interests in concrete form, and to provide some direction in order to facilitate
mutual collaboration. I suppose that our shared research arenas could be divided into the
historiography of national intellectuals of the Sakha and the impacts, and the indigenous
ecological practices and management in Yakutia. The first is related to the issue of
national resurgence or nationalism, which could be comparatively examined in the other
regions of the former USSR or post-socialist states. The second is concerned with the issue
of more traditional Siberian ethnography. Anthropologists have long tried to understand
the nature of traditional subsistence activities. Here, we examine them taking in account
the contemporary politics of ecological management and changing socioeconomic
conditions. I believe that the essential peculiarities of Yakutian ethnography exist in the
two orientations loosely involving each other; one is for national affairs embedded in the
broader historical/political contexts, and the other is for intrinsic Siberian indigenous
contexts. Those two orientations are reflected in the complicated ethnicities of Yakutia,
which attracts us in the research field. They are also featured in the contents of this
publication.
Before presenting a brief on each paper in this preface, I would like to point out an
editorial principle on a key ethnonym: Sakha is the self designation of the Yakut people in
Russian. I have respected the use of both these terms by authors, and have not attempted
to either edit or unify them.
Turning now to the essays in this volume. The first paper is“The Role of the Yakut
Intelligentsia in the Nationalist Movement” by Natalia Diakonova and Ekaterina
Romanova. The authors explore and redefine the issue of the early Sakha nationalism in
the beginning of the twentieth century. The historical science under the socialist regime
portrays the Sakha nationalist movements as well as those of other regions and nations
during the First Russian Revolution, 1905-1907, as struggles for the liberation of the
multinational Russian proletariat, in a generally revolutionary discourse. The authors
refuse this view, and instead insist on the necessity of historically examining the
movements. They focus on national intellectuals, in particular, N. N. Nikiforov, who was
an outstanding representative of the first generation of Sakha intellectuals, and his national
political organization,“the Union of Yakuts.”Nikiforov was the first to propose the idea
of the introduction of schooling and mass media (newspapers) in their national language.
He chose the legendary hero, Vasily Manchaary, who was a rebel fighting for the freedom
of the Sakha against the Russian authority in the nineteenth century, as a symbol of the
integration of the people involved in the movement. The next paper,“The Foundation of
Soyuz Yakutov and the Political Exiles”also discusses Nikiforov and the Union of Yakuts,
taking into account the existence of political exiles. The author, Hideo Katsuki describes
the historical events during the nationalist movement more concretely, and evaluates the
role of political exiles, in particular, the relationship between Nikiforov and some exiles.
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While Katsuki describes both, the positive and negative aspects of the political exiles of the
nationalist movement, he concludes that the nationalist movement was more autonomous
and that the political exiles played a limited role in it. This viewpoint is contrary to that of
past studies.
The background of the socioeconomic conditions which had thrown up the Sakha
national intellectuals, is dealt with in the next paper, by Andrian Borisov. The paper titled,
“The First Yakut Law of Land Relations”discusses the issue of land relations in the
pre-revolutionary Sakha society, which is a famous controversial topic between the Sakha’s
and the Russian ethnologists. The author reviews some of the research on the history of the
Sakha, and adds to it by examining the related historical documents from an empirical
approach, in order to provide an understanding of the way in which land relations had
been involved in the colonial administration of the Russian empire.
Nina Vasileva, whose paper in this monograph is“Spiritual Cultures of the Sakha
People: History and Modernity,”explores the transformation of the spiritual culture of the
Sakhas in the twentieth century. She examines the historical conditions and processes after
the nationalist movements were subsumed into the socialist regime. It was a conflicting
process of repression and revival, which the intellectuals of that period regarded as the core
of their national culture. She first defines the contemporary culture of the Sakha as a
syncretic one, which was formed as a result of interaction with the Russian culture.
Vasileva presents an overview of the cultural and religious policies of the socialist regime,
such as the“struggle with religion and its survival,”the“affirmation of the Socialist
realism method,”and so forth. She also reviews those that were introduced by the Ministry
of Culture of the Sakha Republic after the 1990s. She depicts the modern forms of spiritual
cultures under the communist ideology, which could have been officially visualized in the
form of theater culture and the related scientific research. After that, the contemporary
reverse policies and the corresponding attitude of the people are examined. Likewise,
Sardana Boyakova considers N. Vasileva’s topics, but with greater focus thrust on the
material culture and environmental issues. Her paper,“Traditional Ecological Culture in
Yakutia: Transformations in the Twentieth Century”stresses the nature of the indigenous
culture of Yakutia, which is based on ecology and geography. She pertinently refers to
them as a subsistence complex, nomadism, and the religious attitudes and rituals of each
indigenous people. After stating the history of the socialist development, which had
damaged the ecological conditions, the new environmental policies of the Sakha Republic
after 1991, and the results of a related survey on the awareness of ecological problems are
discussed. It is interesting that a way to involve the ecological awareness with revaluation
of ethnic cultures.
Besides this, Vanda Ignat’eva throws light on the ecological conditions and
management from a different angle, in her paper,“Current Ecological Situation in the
Sakha Republic (Yakutia): Aspects of Nuclear Pollution.”She briefly summarizes the
geographical facts about the Republic, and focuses on the radioactive contamination,
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which was caused by the nuclear tests conducted by the USSR during the cold war. The
nuclear pollution still has adverse effects on the health of the population. This article
suggests that this is one of the reasons the ecological consciousness of the Yakutian people
is so heightened.
The following two papers discuss the dynamic interaction between the nature of the
hunting activities and the changing socioeconomic conditions. Tohru Ikeda, whose paper
is“Present Situation of Furbearer Hunting in Northern Yakutia: Turning Point of
Traditional Hunting Activities” presents indigenous hunting activities and the
environmental management in broader sense. As he resolves the decline of furbearer
hunting in Yakutia against the influx of fur bleeding of the Italy, China, Greek and USA,
the way of new hunting managements, and the related regulations and policies of the Sakha
Republic are considered. He also redraws the current hunting situation from the
viewpoint of indigenous peoples. While they began new business such as game hunting for
foreign tourists against a new economic conditions, according to the authors, traditional
ritual or attitude toward animals are also routinely seen in their lives. Shiro Sasaki
reevaluates the hunting system and strategies of the Sakhas and the Evens in Northern
Yakutia during the 1990s. The paper is titled,“Changes in Hunting Systems and
Strategies in Post-Soviet Yakutia: A Study of the Eveno-Bytantai District.”While the
author presents an overview of the local history, and describes the development of hunting
equipment and tools, and of both, traditional and modern firearms, he reexamines the
effects of the collapse of the state farm system. Like many other researchers, Sasaki also
points out the emergence of subsistence-oriented hunting at present, among the indigenous
peoples. Interestingly, he interprets the background of this condition from a historical
perspective. According to him, one of the fundamental changes brought about by the
collapse of USSR was the damage caused to the system of monetary exchange for fur
bearing animals that had existed since the seventeenth century. He points out that hunting
brigades were no longer organized in the former state farms, and that the unemployment
caused due to the crisis of reindeer breeding, promoted subsistence-oriented hunting for
large furbearers.
The last paper in this volume is“Horse Husbandry and Absentee Livestock
Ownership in the Sakha: Horse Trust Relationship and the Current Socioeconomic
Transitions”by Hiroki Takakura. Likewise as the former two essays, he details the
transformation of the socioeconomic conditions of the Sakha. The author set the issue in
a comparative study of changing current nomadic pastoralism. While the concept of an
“absentee herd owner”is modified in these studies, he conceptualizes the following three
acting subjects: the absentee herd manager, the herder, and the absentee livestock owner,
and discusses the interrelations among them. The background of this study is the
interrelations between the culture of using foal’s meat for food and the horse-trust system,
as seen in his field research. While the author examines both, the macroeconomic and the
micro-ethnographical material, he suggests that the triangular relations transform the
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vertical hierarchy to a horizontal interaction under the post-socialist era.
I have thus briefly introduced the essays in this volume, taking into account, our two
shared research orientations － the Sakha national intellectuals and its impacts, and the
power of traditional ecological culture and practices against the historical and political-
economy background. Needless to say, each paper further explores its own subject matter
beyond these boundaries. The next stage of collaboration could be to evaluate the potential
of our individual research directions, and to formalize them into future joint research
projects.
Hiroki Takakura
Sendai, July 2003
